authority of the Torah [and, by analogy to the one for wine, must be 
three logs in volume].” 


[C] There we learned: R. Eleazar says, “Also: He who pours a 
water libation on the Festival outside [of the Temple] is liable 
[on the count of a cultic act outside of the Temple] [M. Zeb. 
13:6].” 


[D] Said R. Yohanan, “The entire theory of R. Eleazar accords with 
the one of R. Aqiba, his master. 


[E] “Just as R. Aqiba has said, “The water libation derives from the 
authority of the Torah,’ so R. Eleazar has said, “The water libation 
derives from the authority of the Torah, [and that is why it must be 
done only in the Temple].’” 


[F] [The statements that follow see a point of difference concerning 
the view of Eleazar.| What is the difference between the [Tannaite 
authorities, whose traditions follow]: 


[G] There is a Tannaite authority who teaches in the name of R. 
Eleazar, “It is necessary that the drawing of the water be for the 
purpose of the [water-offering of ] the Festival.” 


[H] There is a Tannaite authority who teaches in the name of R. 
Eleazar, “It is not necessary that the drawing of the water be for the 
purpose of the Festival.” 


[I] He who says that it is necessary that the drawing of the water be for 
the sake of the Festival maintains that R. Eleazar accords with R. 
Aqiba [that the rite derives from the authority of the Torah]. 


[J] He who says that it is not necessary that the drawing of the water be 
for the sake of the Festival maintains that R. Eleazar accords with 
rabbis [who do not regard the rite as deriving from the authority of 
the Torah]. [Hence the issue of designation of water for this rite is 
moot.] 


[K] No, that is an impossible proposition. For R. Yohanan said, “The 
entire theory of R. Eleazar accords with the one of R. Aqiba, his 
master. 


[L] “Just as R. Agiba has said, ‘The water libation derives from the 
authority of the Torah,’ so R. Eleazar has said, “The water libation 
derives from the authority of the Torah.’” 


[M] Then what is at issue [between the Tannaite authorities whose 
traditions are cited at G-H]? 


